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Africa-Japan Common Vision on Health:
Co-creating Health Security and Sustainable Growth

Date and Time: August 21, 2025, 10:00 am-11:30 am

Venue: S10, Exhibition Hall D, Pacifico Yokohama

Co-organizers: Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE); African Union Development
Agency (AUDA-NEPAD)

In preparation for the 9th Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD9),
JCIE has launched an independent initiative to define the future direction of Africa-Japan
partnership in the health sector toward and beyond 2030—the target year of Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)—and to propose a “Common Vision” for co-creating health se-
curity and sustainable growth that can be shared among public and private stakeholders in
Africa and Japan.

This event gathers globally renowned leaders in health, science, policy, and business
from Africa and Japan to introduce and deepen discussions on the Common Vision, and to
deliver a compelling message focusing on health as a driver of economic growth and mutu-
al benefit.

Africa is accelerating its efforts to enhance its self-reliance in alignment with the Afri-
can Union’s Agenda 2063 by engaging the private sector further particularly in the face
of geopolitical crises and significant reductions in foreign assistance. Japan is trying to
transform its health sector, including R&D and healthcare industry through leveraging
international partnerships in light of its declining and aging population. This context offers
a unique opportunity for Africa and Japan to engage high-level government leaders in
redefining investment in health as a cornerstone of strengthening Africa-Japan collabora-
tion for mutual benefit.


https://jcie.org/
https://www.nepad.org/
https://www.nepad.org/

AGENDA

WELCOME
Ms. Satoko Itoh, Managing Director, Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE)

SPECIAL REMARKS
H.E. Aden Bare Duale, Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Health of Kenya

H.E. Toshiko Abe, Member, House of Representatives

KEY MESSAGES OF THE AFRICA-JAPAN COMMON VISION

Dr. Olukunmi Omobolanle Balogun, Co-lead Author, Working Group on Africa-Japan
Common Vision (WG); Junior Associate Professor, St. Luke’s
International University Graduate School of Public Health

PANEL DISCUSSION

moperaTor: Dr. Osamu Kunii, Chair, the WG; CEO & Executive Director, Global Health
Innovation Fund (GHIT Fund)

Panelists (alphabetical order):

Dr. Salim S. Abdool Karim, Director, Center for the AIDS Programme of Research in South
Africa (CAPRISA), Doris Duke Medical Research Institute, Nelson R
Mandela School of Medicine, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa

Mr. Fitsum Lakew Alemayehu, Liaison Manager to the African Union Commission (AUC),
WACI Health; Coordinator, the African Civil Society Platform for Health
(CiSPHA)

Prof. William Kwabena Ampofo, Executive Director, African Vaccine Manufacturing Initiative

Dr. Magda Robalo, Co-chair, UHC2030 Steering Committee; President and Co-founder,
Institute for Global Health and Development, Guinea-Bissau

Ms. Takuko Sawada, Director and Vice Chairperson of the Board, Shionogi & Co., Ltd.

Dr. Amit Thakker, Executive Chairman, Africa Health Business

CLOSING REMARKS
Prof. Keizo Takemi, Senior Fellow, JCIE; former Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare

Ms. Chimwemwe Chamdimba, Head, African Medicines Regulatory Harmonization
Initiative, African Union Development Agency (AUDA-NEPAD)
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Speakers’ biographies / EIEEIRE

Satoko ITOH
Managing Director and Chief Program Officer, JCIE; Assistant Director, FGFJ

Ms. Satoko Itoh joined JCIE in 1988. She currently oversees a wide range of pro-
grams in the areas of global health, civil society, and philanthropy. She is currently
responsible for the management of the Friends of the Global Fund, Japan (FGFJ),
and JCIE’s Global Health and Human Security Program and Healthy & Active Aging
in Asia Program.

Ms. Itoh has an extensive network, having worked closely with representatives of
various ministries, the private sector, and key CSOs. Her expertise lies in navigating
the complicated dynamics and politics of various actors in the global health com-
munity in Japan. Based on her years of experience in civil society development and
corporate philanthropic partnership in Japan, she has given numerous presentations
and written extensively in Japanese and English on the responses to the challenges
of communicable diseases at the domestic and global levels and on trends in civil
society development in Japan. She holds a BA from Keio University and an MA in
area studies from the School of Oriental and African Studies, University of London.
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Corporate Responses to Communicable Diseases &

Aden Bare DUALE
Cabinet Secretary, Ministry of Health of Kenya

Hon. Aden Bare Duale is a respected Kenyan political leader with over 17 years in
public service. He currently serves as Cabinet Secretary for Health, where he leads
Kenya’s health transformation, Universal Health Coverage (UHC), and global health
diplomacy, and he represents Kenya at high-level platforms including the World
Health Assembly. In 2024, he served as Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate
Change, and Forestry, where he made a significant impact by spearheading the
development and gazettement of seven progressive environmental regulations
critical to Kenya’s climate action and sustainability agenda. Under his leadership,
Kenya’s climate governance architecture was strengthened to align with both the
Climate Change Act (Amendment) 2023 and global frameworks such as the Paris
Agreement. He also oversaw Kenya’s national coordination for COP29, positioning
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Toshiko ABE

Member, House of Representatives, Japan
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the country as a regional climate diplomacy leader. From 2022 to 2024, Hon. Duale
served as Cabinet Secretary for Defence, overseeing Kenya'’s strategic regional
security partnerships and military readiness. As a former Leader of the Majority Party
in the National Assembly, he was instrumental in driving the government’s legislative
agenda, sponsoring over 150 bills and strengthening parliamentary procedure under
Kenya’s 2010 Constitution. He also served as Assistant Minister for Livestock
between 2008 and 2011, advocating for pastoral economies and livestock market
reforms. He is the author of the best-selling memoir, For the Record, which chroni-
cles his political journey and the evolution of governance in Kenya. The book has
become a landmark reference in contemporary political literature. Hon. Duale holds
an MBA from Jomo Kenyatta University of Agriculture and Technology, a bachelor’s
degree in education (History & Economics) from Moi University, and an honorary
doctorate in political science from Garissa University.
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First elected in 2005, Hon. Toshiko Abe is a seventh-term member of the House of
Representatives from the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP), representing the Kyushu
region of Japan. Since 2024, she has been serving as Minister of Education, Culture,
Sports, Science and Technology. Previously, she has served as Parliamentary
Secretary for Foreign Affairs (2012), State Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries (2014), State Minister for Foreign Affairs (2018), and State Minister of
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (2023). Within the LDP, she has
served as chief director of the Standing Committee on Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries, chairperson of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, and director of
the Standing Committee on Financial Affairs. She received her PhD from lllinois
State University.
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Olukunmi Omobolanle BALOGUN
Junior Associate Professor, St. Luke’s International University Graduate School of Public Health

Dr. Olukunmi Balogun is a junior associate professor at St Luke’s International
University Graduate School of Public Health and an international scholar with
research experience in African countries and Japan. Her main areas of research
interest include social and behavioral epidemiology, intervention studies,
population-based research, and Cochrane and non-Cochrane reviews for evidence
synthesis. In her previous role, she was a member of a committee tasked with
implementation and impact evaluation of a government-supported maternal and
child health project. She has authored many publications, including documents
summarizing key findings and recommendations from specific JICA technical
cooperation projects. Outside of work, Olukunmi enjoys cooking and hiking.
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Osamu KUNII

Chair, Africa-Japan Common Vision on Health Working Group; Chief Executive Officer & Executive
Director, Global Health Innovative Technology Fund

Dr. Osamu Kunii is CEO and executive director at the GHIT Fund. He served as a
Management Executive Committee member of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria (the Global Fund), and as head of the Strategy, Investment
and Impact Division. He was responsible for leading one of the largest divisions of
the Global Fund, consisting of five departments (Health Finance; Strategy
Information; Technical Advice and Partnerships; Access to Funding; and Community,
Rights and Gender). He started his career as an internal medicine physician in Japan
and made a shift to work for both governmental and nongovernmental organiza-
tions, as he finds his passion in global health and feels it is his life’'s work to contrib-
ute to this field. With his strong international experience working for multiple interna-
tional organizations such as UNICEF and the Global Fund, coupled with his
extensive interactions with other global organizations, he is interested in leveraging
what he has learned and experienced to give back to Japan and Japanese organi-
zations and lead innovation in global health. He is a visiting professor at five univer-
sities, including Kyoto University, Nagasaki University, and the Institute of Science
Tokyo.
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Salim S. ABDOOL KARIM

Director, Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in South Africa (CAPRISA); Professor of
Global Health, Columbia University; Special Advisor on Pandemics to the Director-General, WHO;
Laureate of the 4th Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize for Medical Research Category

Dr. Salim S. Abdool Karim, FRS, is a South African clinical infectious diseases epide-
miologist widely recognized for scientific contributions and leadership in AIDS and
Covid-19. He is the director of the Centre for the AIDS Programme of Research in
South Africa (CAPRISA), Durban, and professor of global health at Columbia
University, New York. He is also an adjunct professor of immunology and infectious
diseases at Harvard University, adjunct professor of medicine at Cornell University,
and pro vice-chancellor (research) at the University of KwaZulu-Natal. He previously
served as president of the South African Medical Research Council. He serves as
special advisor on pandemics to the Director-General of the WHO, and is a member
of the WHO Science Council and vice-president of the International Science Council.
He also serves on the boards of the New England Journal of Medicine, Lancet
Global Health, and Lancet HIV. His many awards include the Canada Gairdner
Award, VinFuture Prize, Japan’s Hideyo Noguchi Africa Prize, and the African
Union’s Kwame Nkrumah Prize, the highest award for research in Africa. He is the
author of the book, Standing up for Science. He is also a member of the US National
Academy of Medicine and the American Academy of Microbiology, and is a fellow of
the Royal Society.
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Fitsum Lakew ALEMAYEHU
Liaison Manager to the African Union Commission (AUC), WACI Health

Mr. Fitsum Lakew Alemayehu currently works with WACI Health as liaison manager
to the African Union Commission (AUC) and coordinates the African Civil Society
Platform for Health (CiSPHA). He also represents WACI Health in different technical
working groups, including the Specialized Technical Committee for Health, African
Leadership Meeting (ALM) subcommittees on advocacy and communication and
private sector engagement; hepatitis TWG; and RMNCH taskforce, and is a member
of the Health, Nutrition and Population Partnership within the African Union. In the
Coalition of Advocates for Global Health and Pandemic Preparedness, he convened
African CSOs toward the UN-HLM political declaration on PPR. In addition, he
facilitated the first “One Africa TB Summit” to guide Africa’s response on TB. He
facilitated a national workshop to document roles and responsibilities of the Health
Governance Structure to support the transition of the Global Fund’s Country
Coordinating Mechanism of Ethiopia (CCM/E). He also participates in the steering
group of CSOs and local authorities for the 6th AU-EU Summit (now Advisory Group
for CSOs in the AU-EU Partnerships) and serves as a CSO focal point for Africa CDC
and CSOs. With a rich experience in research, Fitsum has presented needs assess-
ments at regional and national levels on education, livelihood, health and agricul-
ture. He was a member of the C20 Health working group and technical youth
advisor for the Women and Youth TWG of the African Green Revolution Forum
(AGRF) 2015/16.
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William AMPOFO

Executive Director, African Vaccine Manufacturing Initiative

In addition to leading the African Vaccine Manufacturing Initiative, Prof. William
Kwabena Ampofo also serves as an associate professor of virology at the College of
Health Sciences, University of Ghana. He was foundation CEO of the National
Vaccine Institute that oversees research, development, and manufacturing of
vaccines in Ghana. He supervised the national laboratory network for the COVID-19
pandemic in Ghana and has supported various national, regional, and global com-
mittees on viral diseases, vaccines, and health security. He worked extensively with
health development agencies including the WHO, US CDC, UNICEF, UNAIDS, Africa
CDC, WAHO, and GIZ. He recently served on WHO advisory groups for Lassa and
influenza and has moderated several domestic and international scientific meetings
over the past 35 years. At University of Ghana, Prof. Ampofo teaches graduate
students in the Medical Laboratory Sciences Department, School of Biomedical and
Applied Health Sciences, and the West African Center for Cell Biology of Infectious
Pathogens. He conducts research in the Virology Department, Noguchi Memorial
Institute for Medical Research. He is a member of the Africa CDC Diagnostic
Advisory Committee and co-chair of the Scientific Committee for the 23rd
International Conference on AIDS and STIS in Africa (ICASA) (Accra, December
2025). He is also a member of the Technical Advisory Group on Influenza, Task
Force for Global Health. He serves on the boards of the Association of Public Health
Laboratories Ghana and the Kano Independent Research Trust, Nigeria.
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Magda ROBALO

Co-chair, UHC2030 Steering Committee; Co-founder and President, Institute, Institute for Global
Health and Development (IGHD)

Dr. Magda Robalo is co-founder and president of the Institute for Global Health and
Development (IGHD) in Guinea-Bissau. An adjunct professor at Griffith University,
she co-chairs the UHC2030 Steering Committee and the Africa-led HIV Control
Working Group and is a global ambassador of the G7 & G20 Health and
Development Partnership. Dr. Robalo is a public health physician with a career of
over 30 years in the global health ecosystem. A former Minister of Health of Guinea-
Bissau, she led the COVID-19 response as the high commissioner of the Presidential
Task Force. From 2020-2025, she played a leadership role at the Ethics and
Governance Committee of the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria.
Prior to these roles, Dr. Robalo was director of communicable diseases and WHO
representative to Namibia and Ghana, among other senior positions with the World
Health Organization Africa Region. She initiated and led transformative actions
throughout her career, aiming to improve health outcomes, establish inclusive and
accountable governance systems, empower women and girls, and promote equita-
ble access to quality health care. She is deeply engaged in co-creating solutions for
Africa’s health sovereignty, sustainable financing, and overall economic develop-
ment. She is a member of various Boards and Advisory Committees and a commis-
sioner of the Lancet Global Health Commission on People-Centered Care for
Universal Health Coverage, led by the Center for Primary Care at the Harvard

Medical School.
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Takuko SAWADA
Director and Vice Chairperson, Shionogi & Co., Ltd.

Ms. Sawada is director and vice chairperson of the board of the pharmaceutical
company Shionogi & Co., Ltd. She joined the company in 1977, following her gradua-
tion from Kyoto University. Since then, she has served for over 30 years, leading a
number of pharmaceutical development projects and corporate strategy planning.
Ms. Sawada successively held various posts in the company, including senior vice
president of the Global Pharmaceutical Development Division, senior vice president
of the Corporate Strategy Division and Corporate Planning Department, and board
director. She has served in her current position, vice-chair, since 2025.
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Amit THAKKER
Executive Chairman, Africa Health Business

A visionary entrepreneur and an industry captain, Dr. Amit N. Thakker has been a
groundbreaking pioneer in the integration of the private sector within the health-
care system in Africa. Dr Thakker actively supports governments, corporates,
health organizations, and development partners to foster effective public private
partnership initiatives towards improved health outcomes. He is the executive
chairman of Africa Health Business, a health consultancy, advisory, and investment
firm that aims to improve access to quality affordable healthcare in Africa. He is
also the president of the Africa Healthcare Federation, chairperson of the Kenya
Health Professionals Oversight Authority, and the former chairman of Kenya
Healthcare Federation. He has served as a director at LumiraDx, Seven Seas
Technology, AMREF Flying Doctors Action Aid, East African Health Platform, and
East African Business Council. As an active member of several institutions, includ-
ing international business group YPO Gold (Nairobi Chapter), Dr. Thakker also
chairs the University of Nairobi Alumni Medical Chapter and serves as an Advisor/
Director to AAIC Investment PTE. Ltd, Coalition for Blood in Africa (CoBA), United
Asian Network (UAN), Ghanima Ltd., KEPSA (Kenya Private Sector Alliance), and the
Ministry of Health, Kenya. Dr. Thakker founded Avenue Healthcare, a Kenyan-based
integrated private health service provider, in 1995, which lead him to receive the
Best Male Entrepreneur of the Year award from Rotary International in 1999. He has
served as the CEO for Amini Management Ltd., Africa Medical Investments plc, and
Momentum Kenya, leading him to win the Best CEO award from Titans Global in the
Business and Professional Services category in 2017, and proudly received the
Chairman’s Award from the Kenya Medical Association in 2004. In December 2024,
Dr. Thakker was honored with the Elder of the Burning Spear (EBS) award by the
President of Kenya in recognition of his exceptional service and contributions to
the country. He earned his bachelor’s degree in medicine and surgery from the
University of Nairobi, Kenya, completed Health Leadership training at George
Washington University in the USA, and holds an Executive MBA from the National
Institute of Administration (NIA) in India.




Keizo TAKEMI
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Senior Fellow, Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE); former Minister of Health, Labour

and Welfare

Keizo Takemi is senior fellow of Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE) and
has been serving as chair of JCIE’s Executive Committee on Global Health and
Human Security—a public-private global health policy platform founded in 2007—
and chair of the Asian Population and Development Association (APDA). He served
as Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare in September 2023-September 2024 and
served five terms as a Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) member of the House of
Councillors. Prof. Takemi has been involved in various global initiatives including the
UN Commission on Information and Accountability for Women’s and Children’s
Health, the Global Health Workforce Alliance (GHWA), the WHO Expert Working
Group on R&D Financing, and the international organizing committee of the Prince
Mahidol Award Conference (PMAC). In 2016, he was appointed to the UN High Level
Commission on Health Employment and Economic Growth, and in 2018, to the UHC
Financing Advisory Committee for the G20 2019. He served as Senior Vice Minister
for Health, Labour and Welfare, and State Secretary for Foreign Affairs, where he led
the initiative to establish the UN Trust Fund for Human Security. In recognition of his
contributions to the field over the past decade, he was appointed WHO Goodwill
Ambassador for Universal Health Coverage (UHC) from 2019-2022, and was
named to the advisory board of the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
in July 2025. Professor Takemi has also been a visiting professor at a number of
universities around Japan, is the co-author of Global Action for Health System
Strengthening: Policy Recommendations to the G8 (2009), and has written numer-
ous articles in English.
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Chimwemwe CHAMDIMBA

Head, African Medicines Regulatory Harmonization Initiative, African Union Development Agency
(AUDA-NEPAD)

Ms. Chimwemwe Chamdimba leads the Health Cluster and the African Medicines
Regulatory Harmonization Initiative at the African Union Development Agency
(AUDA-NEPAD). She is responsible for managing the African Medicines Regulatory
Harmonization (AMRH) Programme and providing technical support for the opera-
tionalization of the African Medicines Agency (AMA). She leads policy reforms that
link regulatory system strengthening to procurement, supporting the local manufac-
turing of medical products and technologies. As a health policy specialist, she has
spearheaded health policy and regulatory reforms, regional harmonization and
partner coordination. Chimwemwe has contributed to key continental policy pro-
cesses including the African Union Model Law on Medical Product Regulation; the
treaty for the establishment of the African Medicines Agency (AMA); the AU Private
Sector Engagement in Health Framework; the Science, Technology and Innovation
Strategy for Africa (STISA-2024); and African Union Health Strategy.
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