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Program  

Wednesday, December 4th    
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

(17:30 Bus leaves Hotel New Otani for Ministry of Foreign Affairs) 

18:00–19:30 Reception, hosted by Parliamentary Vice-Minister for  
Foreign Affairs Shinichi Nakatani  

�Venue: Ministry of Foreign Affairs� 

(19:40 Bus leaves Ministry of Foreign Affairs for Hotel New Otani) 

Thursday, December 5th 
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 (8:55 Bus leaves Hotel New Otani for First Member’s Bldg. of the House of 
Representatives) 

9:30 Opening remarks by the Chairmen 
Eizo Kobayashi, Chairman, Japanese-German Forum (Japan) 
Matthias Nass, Chairman, Japanese-German Forum (Germany) 

9:40–12:30 SESSION I  Political and economic change in Japan and 
Germany: Challenges for resilient democracy 

CHAIR:  Eizo Kobayashi 
JAPANESE SPEAKER: Toshiaki Miura (Political and Diplomatic 

Correspondent, The Asahi Shimbun)   
GERMAN SPEAKER: Prof. Dr. Karl-Rudolf Korte (Professor/Director of the 

NRW School of Governance, Duisburg-Essen University) 

 11:00-11:15  Coffee Break 

12:30–13:25 Lunch  

13:30–17:15 SESSION II   How to cope with protectionism and 
authoritarianism around the world? 

CHAIR:  Matthias Nass 
GERMAN SPEAKER: Dr. Markus Kaim (Helmut Schmidt Fellow, German 

Marshall Fund of the United States / Senior Fellow, 
German Institute for International and Security Affairs) 

JAPANESE SPEAKER: Kenichiro Sasae (President and Director General,  
The Japan Institute of International Affairs) 

15:20-16:20 Break 



 

 

 (15:25 Leave First Member’s Bldg. of the House of Representatives for  
Prime Minister’s Office on foot. PLEASE BRING YOUR PASSPORT) 

15:50–16:05 Meeting with Mr. Shinzo Abe, Prime Minister, for German members 

16:30–17:15 SESSION II  resumption 

 (17:30 Bus leaves First Member’s Bldg. of the House of Representatives for  
Ambassador’s residence) 

18:00–19:30 Reception, hosted by the German Ambassador Designate to Japan,  
H.E. Ina Lepel 

 �Venue: Ambassador’s residence� 

(19:40 Bus leaves Ambassador’s residence for Hotel New Otani) 

Friday, December 6th  
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 (8:55 Bus leaves Hotel New Otani for First Member’s Bldg. of the House of 
Representatives) 

9:30–12:30 SESSION III  Efforts by Japanese and German Business 
towards SDGs and their future collaboration   

CHAIR:  Eizo Kobayashi  
JAPANESE SPEAKER: Chiaki Nosaka (Member of the Board & Corporate 

Vice President, AJINOMOTO, Co., Inc.) 
GERMAN SPEAKER: Nadine-Lan Hönighaus (Co executive director,      

BDI/econsense)  

 11:00–11:15 Coffee Break 

12:30–13:15 Lunch  

(13:30  Bus leaves First Member’s Bldg. of the House of Representatives for  
Hotel New Otani 

 
 

END OF THE PROGRAM 



 
 
                                                                      

List of Japanese Participants 

[Chairman] 

小林 栄三 伊藤忠商事株式会社特別理事 
Eizo KOBAYASHI Senior Representative for Business Community Relations, 

ITOCHU Corporation 

[Participants] 

BÝ� Q� úKßÆNøNða��
Prof. Dr. Ken ENDO Professor, Department of Politics, School of Law, Hokkaido 

University 

Ý� wè� P�J� .2qĄ�
Yasunori FUJI Advisor, Tsumura & Co. 

ÝØ� Ô�� ãû{fP�J�Åì�ÖĆñ�Ó 
Tadashi FUJITA Representative Director, Executive Vice President, Japan 

Airlines Co., Ltd. 

pČ� s:ę� �\=\<�nLþÆ³�  
Koichiro GEMBA Member, House of Representatives, Former Minister for 

Foreign Affairs  

9 � h[� P�J�1#�JÓ 
Takeyoshi IDE Chairman of the Board, YANASE & Co., Ltd.  
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Nobuo INABA Chair of the Board, Ricoh Company, Ltd.; Executive Advisor, 
Ricoh Institute of Sustainability and Business  

VT� č�� ¶�l]ÆN=ÆNa� 
Prof. Dr. Yoko IWAMA Professor, National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies 

(GRIPS)  

Mă� ?´� ãûg�°ó�®þ�}Ć</!��(�%�ÜOö��
Hideto KAKINOKI Managing Executive Officer, Nikkei Inc. 

FÝ�  � ÚÊ3�
�P�J�Åì�ÖĆ�Ói�
)��&-�" 
Izuru KATO President & Chief Economist, Totan Research Co., Ltd.  

½Ä� Þ�� µĜÆNòNð��òENGa� 
Prof. Yoko KAWAMURA Professor, Department of Cross-Cultural Studies, Faculty of 

Humanities, Seikei University 
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�¿R`ñÆ³�
Minoru KIUCHI  Member, House of Representatives, Liberal Democratic Party 

(LDP); Former State Minister of the Environment  

�>� ¢ª� Ñã°óô�8<� �
Toshiaki MIURA Political and Diplomatic Correspondent, The Asahi Shimbun  

Í�� Ă� Lþ©GNZ¡_ėÉÛÆ��¿ÐáĘù^Ě�ãû�
Æ��

Takeshi NAKANE Ambassador for Science and Technology Cooperation 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Tokyo; Former Japanese 
Ambassador to the Federal Republic of Germany 

µ½� ×î� ãûÂÈP�J��ÖĆ�D�«jP�J��ÖĆ��
�ëÌ¤P�J��ÖĆ 

Tetsuo NARUKAWA Director, Nippon Soda Co., Ltd.; Director, Okasan Securities 
Co., Ltd.; Director, Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd. 

ą�� ¼�� ü�ÁP�J��ÖĆ®þ�}Ć<�
Dr. Chiaki NOSAKA  Member of the Board & Corporate Vice President, 

AJINOMOTO Co., Inc. 

ÆHo� §î� �t�
ãû��rĔ�6;
Đ�Ó�
Akio OKAWARA  President and CEO, Japan Center for International Exchange  

�	xm:ę� �t�
ãû��ĄÇl]¤Đ�Ói¤Ó�
Kenichiro SASAE President and Director General, The Japan Institute of 

International Affairs  

²Ċ� ĕå� U¹N=ÆNĐ��a��nÐáĘù^Ě�ãû�Æ��
Prof. Dr. Takahiro SHINYO Trustee and Professor, Kwansei Gakuin University; Former 

Japanese Ambassador to the Federal Republic of 
Germany 

ĝą� Yn� ãûĈõP�J�S�Ć�nÐáĘù^Ě�ãû�Æ��
Toshiyuki TAKANO Audit & Supervisory Board Member, Japan Post Co., Ltd.; 

Former Japanese Ambassador to the Federal Republic 
of Germany 

d9� vĀ�  ��� ±¸WP�J�Åì�ÖĆñ�Ó�
Hiroaki TAMAI  Executive Vice President and Representative Director, DMG 

MORI Co., Ltd. 
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Hitoshi TANAKA Chairman, Institute for International Strategy, the Japan 
Research Institute, Ltd.; Senior Fellow, Japan Center 
for International Exchange 

Ē»� òĉ� �.56P�J��ÖĆJÓ�
Dr. Fumio TATEISHI Chairman, OMRON Corporation 

æă� X� ÐáĘù^Ě�ãû�àÿÀkÆ��
Takeshi YAGI Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary in Germany 

[Observers] 

|9� �ê� ÚÊ3�
�P�J�l]<�
Fumihiko ARAI  Market Economist, Totan Research Co., Ltd.  

»½� º� 7ÝÏ¦�P�J�Ò��¯÷ðIÓö��¨L�Ò�
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Makoto ISHIKAWA Assistant Manager, External Relations, Research & Public 
Relations Division, ITOCHU Corporation  

7Ý� y� �.56P�J�ðÓ�ÖĆJÓé¥�
Hiroshi ITO  General Manager TOKYO BOD OFFICE, Executive Assistant 

to Chairman, OMRON Corporation 

FÝ� ·Î� Lþ©C�cÍ�ÚCI���
Masahiro KATO Assistant Director, Central and South Eastern Europe 

Division, European Affairs Bureau, MOFA 

z¬� Ô�� ãû{fP�J�é¥�¶�bþððÓÅĐ�
Naoshi MIZOGAMI  Director, Strategic Corporate Relations, Japan Airlines Co., Ltd.  

Ó9� ćĎ� ü�ÁP�J��5
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�
Yuri NAGAI Manager, Global Human resources Dept. AJINOMOTO Co., Inc.  

ハラルド・ノイン DMG MORI アジア最高執行責任者 
Dr. Harald NEUN Chief Operating Officer, DMG MORI Asia 

�Ý� ć~đ� P�J�ãûÃ�l]¤��¾ēl]¤l]<�
Yukari SATO Researcher, Institute for International Strategy, the Japan 

Research Institute, Ltd. 

Øu� ¸:ę� Lþ©C�cÍ�ÚCIÓ�
Seiichiro TAGUCHI Director, Central and South Eastern Europe Division, 

European Affairs Bureau, MOFA 
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Atsushi TAKEDA Assistant General Manager, External Relations, Research & 
Public Relations Division, ITOCHU Corporation  

[Secretariat]  (Japan Center for International Exchange) 
�
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�
Patrick ISHIYAMA Web and Book Design, JCIE 

ď� ěÕ� ãû��rĔ�6;
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�
Dr. Hyejin LEE Program Officer, JCIE 
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Toshihiro MENJU Managing Director and Chief Program Officer, JCIE 
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�
Ryo TAINAKA Program Officer, JCIE 
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List of German Participants 

[Chairman] 

S>#"R�BR� ?#�=!A@�h�s��
Matthias NASS Chief International Correspondent, Weekly Newspaper 

DIE ZEIT 

[Participants] 

cC_�B�i_<Ib+��Ŵ N<@� Ô ]b�´�i©i��§¯��u~i¨r��
Prof. Dr. Verena BLECHINGER-TALCOTT Vice President/Professor of Japanese Politics and 

Political Economy, Free University Berlin  

B?#�b�\b�F�CKFBR�� DNb7bR�±s��
Nadine-Lan HÖNIGHAUS  Executive Director, econsense (Forum for Sustainable 

Development of German Business e.V.) 

S^-R�*AU� AA=�S�PX̂ ��N̂ U�@�PZT<@�KC̀ ��A
A=}�d�«�³�wo�PC"�KC`��

Dr. Markus KAIM Helmut Schmidt Fellow, German Marshall Fund of the 
United States / Senior Fellow, German Institute for 
International and Security Affairs 

*�^�^A^K�N^>� ?ZARi^-�D<7b�ir���/���iwo
�+GBbRR-�^i��

Prof. Dr. Karl-Rudolf KORTE Professor/Director of the NRW School of Governance, 
Duisburg-Essen University  

��	�
��� ���§¦µ®q·}���
H.E. Ina LEPEL  Ambassador Designate of the Federal Republic of German 

K\b-�TZ\�� �̀8b@]<@� ¦µ®ngne��´°�¡��
Frank MUELLER-ROSENTRITT MP, FDP  

\�R�CN\A8b� AA= ��¢p�s��
Lars NICOLAYSEN Tokyo Bureau Chief, German Press Agency  

-\B?#"�PZT<=� O^]b§¦7bW��±���
Claudia SCHMITZ Secretary General, Japanese-German Center Berlin (JDZB) 

NCb-�0)^-�4Wb� ¦µ®h±�	.��f��
Henning SIMON Head of Division AP02: East Asia, Australia, New Zealand, 

Pacific States, Federal Foreign Office 



OJ�a�PZ@]<*��/_\�� 00��	��2� ªx��
Dr. Sabine STRICKER-KELLERER Lawyer, SSK Asia  

+i]D_�KE�K@� �̂@c#I�S-PT]"b�iTZbNb§¯i��
Prof. Dr. Gabriele VOGT Chair of Japanese Studies, Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität 

München  

[�Fb�a�?K�^� ¦µ®ngne�,]R@r°�¥²��g¥² �
Dr. Johann D. WADEPHUL MP, CDU/CSU  

K\b=�c!̂ ?bÔ +�� AA=§¯wo����
Prof. Dr. Franz WALDENBERGER Director, German Institute for Japanese Studies 

FbE�)�cCb=\�� K̀ A?bÔ -�/T*̂ �RPPX]>#����v(
��
Hanno D. WENTZLER President and Chief Executive Officer of Freudenberg 

Chemical Specialities, Freudenberg & Co. KG. 

0̂ F̂ @�c#�RQA� 
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Gerhard WIESHEU Partner, B. Metzler seel. Sohn & Co. Holding AG  

[Observers and Secretariat]  

)]G��i^b-� �§AA=µ®��l��¨�­����
Oliver BLUNCK  Legal Trainee, Political Section, German Embassy 

7GR;Xb�FAb?̂ �+AO�� ¦µ®h±�§¯?R-�£�
Sebastian HEINDEL-GAISER Desk Officer Japan, Federal Foreign Office 

KC�O�PZ>\�Q̂ AK]Zb� O^]b§¦7bW�� M̀ 4C-@Sa�4sb@̈ ��
Dr. Phoebe Stella HOLDGR�N  Head of Project Management, JDZB 

AOO^�K\R� �§AA=µ®��l{¬¨��
Isabelle GRAS Head of Press Section, German Embassy 

���  �� ���	���	�
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�� 
Tokiko KIYOTA Deputy Secretary General, JDZB 

[<Nb�EASAY�� �§AA=µ®��l��¨�mk�
Dr. Jochen NEUMEYER  First Secretary, Political Section, German Embassy 

S^>#b�o�^� �§AA=µ®��l�g�¶¤�£��k�
Martin POHL  Counsellor Social and Labour German Embassy 



>#̂ Sb�PZT<@�EA"�G�K� �§AA=µ®��l�±�£z���k�
Dr. Tilmann SCHMITT-NEUERBURG Minister Counsellor, Political Affairs, German 

Embassy 

S]�>_�S�PZ@\BR� �§AA=µ®��l��¨�mk�
Dr. Marie-Theres STRAUSS  First Secretary, Political Section, German Embassy 

¸�>#�?b� [�Fb�a�?K�^¦µ®ngnehy³�"A
GAO��

Dr. Dan TIDTEN Foreign Policy Advisor, CDU/CSU Parliamentary Group, 
German Bundestag, Office of Dr. Johann David 
Wadephul, MP 

-\BR�c#�=C� �§AA=µ®��lz��
Dr. Klaus VIETZE Minister, Deputy Chief of Mission, German Embassy 

H@]<-�cCKB�� �§AA=µ®��lu~¨�mk�
Dr. Patrick WEGNER First Secretary, Economic Affairs, German Embassy 

W;"B�cEbaO^-� O^]b§¦7bW�M̀ 4C-@Sa�4sb@̈ �
Tatjana WONNEBERG Project Management, JDZB 
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Young Leaders 
 

ヤン・ローゼマイヤー アリアンツアユダヤ社（タイ）最高財務責任者 
Jan-Christian ROSEMEYER Country Chief Financial Officer, Allianz Ayudhya 

(Thailand)  

アンナ・シュミット 三菱ふそうトラック・バス株式会社（MFTBC）ダイ
ムラー・トラック・アジア（DTA）デジタルフリー
トマネジメントプロジェクトリーダ 

Anna SCHMITT Project Lead, Digital Fleet Management, Mitsubishi Fuso 
Truck and Bus Corporation, Daimler Trucks Asia  

関根 真樹 ビーエーエイスエフ（BASF）ジャパン小地域開発戦
略プロジェクトマネージャー 

Dr. Masaki SEKINE Manager/Strategy & Project, Sub-Regional Development, 
BASF Japan Ltd  

ウィースホイ弘貴 メッツラー・アセット・マネジメント株式会社（日
本）代表取締役副社長 

Hiroki WIESHEU Representative Director & Deputy President, Metzler 
Asset Management (Japan) Ltd.  

 



 

Profiles of Japanese Participants 

[CHAIRMAN] 

Eizo KOBAYASHI  

Eizo Kobayashi is Senior Representative for Business Community Relations of ITOCHU Corporation. 
He joined C. Itoh & Co. Ltd., currently ITOCHU Corporation, in 1972, and worked in the 
information technology sector. He was stationed in Hong Kong from 1976, and then in Los Angeles as 
Senior Vice President & General Manager from 1986. He returned to Japan in 1997 and became Chief 
Operating Officer of the Information Technology & Telecommunication Division in 1999. He became 
Managing Director, Senior Managing Director, President and CEO in 2004, and then Chairman of 
ITOCHU Corporation in 2010. He holds his current position since April 2018. Apart from the 
Japanese Co-Chairman of the Japanese–German Forum, he serves as Chairman of the Japan–Turkey 
Society, independent director of several companies, and member of expert committees of numerous 
Japanese ministries and agencies. 

[PARTICIPANTS] 

Ken ENDO  

Ken Endo is Professor, Dean of the Graduate School of Public Policy, Hokkaido University. Professor 
Endo obtained a DPhil in Politics at St Antony's College, University of Oxford, in 1996. He served as 
one of the two commissioning editors of Iwanami’s 8 volumes (c100 articles) on Japanese security 
(2014-15). Professor Endo has served as a member of several study groups on policy planning unit of 
Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) (2012-13, 2013-14). He also works as a member of the 
1.5-track Japan-Korea policy dialogue (2012-) and organizes similar events on Sino-Japanese relations, 
in cooperation with MOFA. Since 2015 he sits on MOFA’s policy evaluation committee and from 2017 
leads a project on Europe at the Japan Institute of International Affairs. Actively engaging in wider 
civic forums, Prof. Endo is a founding member of Hokkaido Dialogue, where civic leaders from Japan, 
China, South Korea, and Taiwan discuss common issues. His main publications are: The Presidency of 
the European Commission under Jacques Delors: The Politics of Shared Leadership (Macmillan, 1999) 
and The End of Integration (Iwanami, 2013, in Japanese), for which he was awarded the 15th 
Yomiuri-Chuo Koron Yoshino Sakuzo Prize. 

Yasunori FUJI 

Yasunori Fuji is Advisor at Tsumura & Co. He joined Tsumura in 2008 and became Corporate Officer, 
Head of CSR Department in 2009 and Director in 2011. Since 2019, he serves as its Advisor. After 
graduating from Hitotsubashi University, he joined Mitsubishi Bank, Ltd. and became General 
Manager of Corporate Banking Division No. 5 in 2003 and Regional Head for Germany and General 
Manager of the Düsseldorf Branch in 2005. He has also served as President of the Japanese Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry in Düsseldorf and Director of Association of Foreign Banks in Germany. 



    
   
 

  
 

Tadashi FUJITA  

Tadashi Fujita is Representative Director and Executive Vice President of Japan Airlines. He 
graduated from the International Christian University in Mitaka, Tokyo, with a bachelor of liberal arts 
degree. Fujita joined Japan Airlines in 1981 as a Passenger Reservations Agent in Okinawa, Japan. His 
career at the airline has been concentrated primarily in the area of passenger sales including 
representative roles in Paris, Osaka and Tokyo. In 2006, Mr. Fujita was promoted to Vice President of 
the International Sales Planning Department, Tokyo. In 2010, he was appointed Executive Officer, 
Passenger Sales and Marketing Division and was responsible for international passenger sales 
including e-Commerce and Marketing Web sales. Thereafter, in 2015 he moved to executive positions 
including Chief Commercial Officer and President of JAL Sales, prior to being appointed to his 
current position in 2016.  

Koichiro GEMBA 

Koichiro Gemba is a nine-term member of the House of Representatives and the former Minister for 
Foreign Affairs in the Noda Cabinet (2011-12). He was Minister for National Policy, Minister of State 
for the New Public Commons, Minister of State for Science and Technology Policy and Minister for 
Space Policy in the Kan Cabinet. Within the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ), he has served as 
Chairman of the Committee on Financial Affairs, Chair of the DPJ Policy Research Committee, 
Deputy Secretary General of the party (2005), and Chair of the DPJ Election Campaign Committee 
(2003, 2016). After graduating from the Faculty of Law of Sophia University in 1987, he entered the 
Matsushita Institute of Government and Management. In 1993, he was elected to the House of 
Representatives as an independent and joined the DPJ in 1998. 

Takeyoshi IDE 

Takeyoshi Ide is Chairman of the Board of YANASE & Co., Ltd. Mr. Ide first joined ITOCHU 
Corporation in 1975, serving as General Manager of Asia Department, Automobile Division of 
ITOCHU Corporation (1999–2000), Chief Operating Officer of the Automobile Division (2003–04), 
and Executive Officer (2004–06). He was appointed Chief Executive for European Operations and 
CEO of ITOCHU Europe PLC and CEO of ITOCHU Deutschland GmbH in April 2006, and 
Managing Executive Officer of ITOCHU Corporation in April 2007. He became Vice President and 
Representative Director of YANASE & Co., Ltd. in 2008, and had assumed the position of 
Representative Director, President and CEO in 2011. In June 2018, he was appointed as Director, 
Chairman of the Board and assumed his current position in June 2019. Mr. Ide is a graduate of the 
Faculty of Commercial Sciences of Waseda University in Tokyo. 

Nobuo INABA 

Nobuo Inaba is Director of Ricoh Co., Ltd and serves as Chairman of the Board since April 2017. 
He also doubles as Senior Counselor of Ricoh Institute of Sustainability and Business. Upon 
graduating from the University of Tokyo’s Faculty of Economics, he joined the Bank of Japan in 1974 
and gave his service until May 2008, when he joined Ricoh Co., Ltd. as Executive Advisor. The 
positions he held in the Bank of Japan include Director-General of Information System Services 
Department (2001), Director-General of Bank Examination and Surveillance Department (2002), 
Executive Director of Financial System Stability (2004), Executive Director and General Manager of 
the Osaka Branch (2005), and Executive Director of Monetary Policy (2006-08). 



    
   
 

  
 

Yoko IWAMA 

Yoko Iwama is Professor of National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies (GRIPS). She graduated 
from Kyoto University in 1986 and earned her PhD in Law at the University. Having served as 
Research Assistant of Kyoto University (1994–97), Special Assistant of the Japanese Embassy in 
Germany (1998–2000), and Associate Professor at GRIPS (2000), she was appointed Professor at 
GRIPS in 2009. Her specialty is international security and European diplomatic history. She has served 
on numerous government committees including the Council on Reconstruction of a Legal Basis for 
Security (2006-7, 2013-14). She is currently working on the origins and evolution of the 
nuclear-sharing and nuclear non-proliferation regime. Her publications include Joining the 
Non-Proliferation Treaty: Deterrence, Non-Proliferation and the American Alliance, ed. with John 
Baylis (Routledge 2018); “Unified Germany and NATO,” in Keiichi Hirose/Tomonori Yoshizaki (eds.) 
International Relation of NATO [NATO no Kokusai Kankei] (Minerva Shobo, 2012); and “NATO in 
American Multilateral Alliance System,” in Fumiaki Kubo (ed.), Alliances in American Diplomacy 
[America ni totte Doumei toha nani ka] (Chuokoron shinsha, 2013). 

Hideto KAKINOKI  

Hideto Kakinoki is Managing Executive Officer of NIKKEI Inc. He has spent most of his career in the 
international news section of Nikkei Inc., including five years in Germany, where he studied at the 
University of Freiburg under Nikkei’s scholarship from 1986-87, and covered the Bundesbank’s 
monetary policy as well as European economic and business news as a correspondent in Frankfurt 
from 1992-96. From 2007-2011 he was editor-in-chief of The Nikkei Weekly, Japan’s only 
English-language business newspaper, and NIKKEI.com, Nikkei’s English-language business news site. 
He also served as manager of the company’s Media Strategy Office. In 2011-2012 he was 
editor-in-chief of “allatanys” online news site. Allatanys is an experimental collaboration project 
operated by 3 major newspapers: Nikkei, Asahi Shimbun and Yomiuri Shimbun. Between 2015 and 
2019, he was chief of the project planning office of Nikkei group. 

Izuru KATO 

Izuru Kato is President and Chief Economist at Totan Research Co., Ltd., a company affiliated with 
the Tokyo Tanshi Co., Ltd. Mr. Kato graduated from the International Economics Division, Faculty of 
Economics, Yokohama National University in 1988. He joined Tokyo Tanshi, where he worked as a 
money market broker and served concurrently as an economist for the company since 1997. He has 
held his current position since 2013. He is a major watcher of the Bank of Japan (BOJ), acting as an 
economic commentator on TV programs, magazines and newspapers. His works include Meizyarigu 
to dadachyamame de yomitoku kinyusijo (The financial market-reading through major league baseball 
and Dadacha Soybeans for better understanding),2004, Banaki no FRB (Bernarnke’s FRB),2006, Tokyo 
mane maketto (The Tokyo Money Market),2009, and Nichigin Deguchi nasi (No Exit for the BOJ),2014. 



    
   
 

  
 

Yoko KAWAMURA 

Yoko Kawamura is Professor of International Relations at the Department of Cross-Cultural Studies, 
Faculty of Humanities, Seikei University. After studying at Waseda University and the University of 
Tokyo, and working as Research Assistant for German Studies at the University of Tokyo, she has 
been teaching at Seikei University since 2000. Professor Kawamura covers an extensive array of studies 
on international cultural relations and cultural policy. She presently serves as Executive Board 
Member at the Japan Society for Intercultural Studies and the Japan Association for Cultural Policy 
Research. She was given the Kenichiro Hirano Research Award by the Japan Society for Intercultural 
Studies in 2012. She has issued many publications, including her co-edited book Studies on the History 
of International Cultural Relations,2013, and co-authored book Culture of Remembrance in Germany 
and Europe since 1945 (New Perspectives on Contemporary German History 1), 2016. In September 
2017, she observed the German Bundestag election as a member of DAAD-Wahlbeobachterreise. 

Minoru KIUCHI�  

Minoru Kiuchi is a Member of the House of Representatives serving his fifth term as a member of the 
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP). He joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs upon graduation from the 
University of Tokyo’s Faculty of Arts and Science in 1989, and has served in various positions 
including the Japanese Embassy in Germany (1990). In 2002, he resigned from the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. In 2003, he ran as an independent and served as a member of the committees on Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries, and the Environment. In 2005, he suffered a wafer-thin defeat in the House of 
Representatives election. After winning re-elections in 2009 as an independent, he served as a member 
of the House Committee on Judicial Affairs, and of the Committee on Education, Culture, Sports, 
Science and Technology. After returning to the LDP in 2012, he served as Director of the Foreign 
Affairs of the LDP, and as Director of the Committee on Judicial Affairs of the House of 
Representative. In 2014, he was appointed State Minister for Foreign Affairs in the second and third 
Abe cabinet. In 2015, he served as Director of the Committee on Judicial Affairs; a member of the 
Committee on Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology; Director of the Foreign Affairs 
Division at the LDP, Acting Director-General of the International Bureau, Director of the Committee 
on North Korean Abductions and Other Issues, and Vice-Chairman of the Administrative Reform 
Promotion Headquarters. In 2016, he served as Chairman of the Special Committee on North Korean 
Abductions and Other Issues, Vice- Chairman of the Headquarters for the Revitalization of Education, 
Vice- Chairman of the Headquarters for North Korean Abductions, and Vice- Chairman of the 
Research Commission on International Cooperation. In 2017, he served as Director of Economy, 
Trade and Industry Division and Director-General of Information Research Bureau at the LDP. After 
re-elections in October 2017, he served as Director of the Economy, Trade and Industry and Director 
of Information Investigation at the LDP. He again served as a member of the Committee on Judicial 
Affairs, and of the Special Committee on North Korean Abductions and Other Issues. In October 2018, 
he was appointed State Minister for Environment in the fourth Abe Cabinet. In October 2018, he 
served as Deputy Chairperson of Diet Affairs Committee at the LDP. Mr. Kiuchi attended elementary 
school in Bonn and has resided in Germany for ten years altogether, including his posting as a 
diplomat.  



    
   
 

  
 

Toshiaki MIURA 

Toshiaki Miura is Political Correspondent of the Asahi Shimbun. The Asahi Shimbun is one of Japan’s 
leading newspapers with a circulation of nearly 7 million copies. He joined the Asahi Shimbun in 1984. 
After working for the political news department and as the paper’s Washington Correspondent, Mr. 
Miura was appointed Editorial Writer in charge of politics and diplomacy. Later, he served as 
Editor-in-Chief of GLOBE, a bi-monthly feature and analysis section of the Asahi Shimbun covering 
global issues published on the first and third Sundays. Between August 2009 and July 2010, he served 
as Research Associate of the Program on the U.S.-Japan Relations at Harvard University. He was also 
commentator of TV Asahi’s news program called Hodo Station from April 2011 to March 2013. Mr. 
Miura is the author of Busshu no Amerika [America under the Bush Administration] published in 
Japanese 2003. He also co-authored Doumei Hanseiki [Fifty Years of U.S.-Japan Alliance] published in 
2001. Mr. Miura graduated from Waseda University with a BA in political science in 1982, and in 1984 
received his master’s degree in public administration from the International Christian University, 
Tokyo. 

Takeshi NAKANE 

Takeshi Nakane is Ambassador for Science and Technology Cooperation at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. He graduated from Kyoto University in 1974 and joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. His 
previous positions include First Secretary, Embassy of Japan in Bonn (1985); First Secretary and 
Counsellor, Permanent Mission of Japan to the International Organizations in Geneva (1987-92); 
Director, Disarmament Division, United Nations Bureau (1992); Director, Arms Control and 
Disarmament Division, Foreign Policy Bureau (1993); Director, International Press Division, Press 
and Public Relations (1994-96); Director, Overseas Establishment Division (1996-98); Minister, 
Embassy of Japan in the Republic of Korea (1998-2000); Consul-General of Japan in Munich 
(2000-02); Assistant Vice-Minister (2002-05); Director-General (Ambassador), Disarmament, 
Non-Proliferation and Science Department (2005-08); Envoy Extraordinary and Minister 
Plenipotentiary, Permanent Mission of Japan to the International Organizations in Vienna (2008-09); 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent Mission of Japan to the International 
Organizations in Vienna (2009-12), and Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to Germany 
(2012-16). 

Tetsuo NARUKAWA  

Tetsuo Narukawa currently serves as Director of Nippon Soda Co., Ltd. (since 2016), Director of 
Okasan Securities Co., Ltd. (since 2015), and Director of Mitsubishi Estate Co., Ltd. (since 2018). 
After graduating from Keio University with a B.A. from the Faculty of Economics, he joined the 
Industrial Bank of Japan, Ltd. (IBJ) in 1974. From 1974 to 2001, Mr. Narukawa worked in various 
departments of IBJ, including serving as Senior Deputy General Manager of Credit Risk Management 
Department in 1991, Chairman of the Board of Managing Directors of the Industriebank von Japan 
(Deutschland) Aktiengesellschaft, IBJ (Germany) in 1997, and the General Manager of Corporate 
Banking Department in 2001. Having a well-established background in banking, he furthered his 
career as Managing Director with Mizuho Bank until 2006. Since 2006, he has held several 
management and executive positions with Kowa Real Estate until his ascension to presidency in 
October 2010. Mr. Narukawa was President and CEO of NSKRE until 2014 after Kowa Real Estate Co., 
Ltd. and Nippon Steel City Produce, Inc. merged in October 2012. 



    
   
 

  
 

Chiaki NOSAKA 

Chiaki Nosaka joined Ajinomoto Co., Inc. in 1983. She started her career in Research and 
Development of the Foods Department; in 2000 she obtained her PhD degree in Agriculture from Gifu 
University. In 2005-2009 she was seconded to Shanghai to serve as General Manager, Shanghai 
Ajinomoto Food Research and Development Center Co., Ltd. Back in Japan in 2009 she served as 
General Manager in the Food Technology Development Center of Ajinomoto Co., Inc. In 2011 she 
was promoted to Corporate Executive Officer and General Manager of the Food Product 
Development Center. From 2015 onwards, she was posted as Corporate Vice President and General 
Manager of the Institute of Food Sciences and Technologies, Ajinomoto Co., Inc. and Chairman of the 
Shanghai Ajinomoto Food Research and Development Center Co., Ltd. In July 2019, Mrs. Nosaka 
became Member of the Board & Corporate Vice President, Ajinomoto Co., Inc. 

Akio OKAWARA  

Akio Okawara is President and CEO of the Japan Center for International Exchange (JCIE), since 
April 2014 after a long career in international business. He is concurrently appointed panel member of 
the US-Japan Conference on Cultural and Educational Interchange (CULCON) and a member of the 
Foundation Council of the Japanese-German Center Berlin. At JCIE, he also serves as Japanese 
Director of the UK-Japan 21st Century Group, the Japanese-German Forum, and the Korea-Japan 
Forum; Chair of the Roundtable on Japan's Migration; and Director of the Global Health and Human 
Security Program Executive Committee and of the Friends of the Global Fund, Japan (FGFJ), among 
others. Prior to joining JCIE, he was Executive Director of the Sumitomo Shoji Research Institute from 
2006 to 2013, where he oversaw research and analysis on domestic and international political and 
economic trends. He started his career at Sumitomo Corporation in 1973 and served in the 
automotive, overseas transport, and research departments during the span of his 40-year career with 
the company, including several assignments in the United States. Mr. Okawara graduated from Keio 
University with a BA in law and also studied at Williams College in Massachusetts. 

Kenichiro SASAE  

Kenichiro Sasae is President of the Japan Institute of International Affairs (JIIA). He joined the 
Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs after graduating from The University of Tokyo in 1974. His 
distinguished and illustrious diplomatic career includes prestigious assignments as Executive Assistant 
to the Prime Minister, Director-General of the Economic Affairs Bureau, Director-General of the 
Asian & Oceania Affairs Bureau, and Vice Minister for Foreign Affairs. During his period of service in 
Tokyo, he represented the Japanese Government in the Six-Party Talks on North Korean issues. He 
also worked as Political Director for the G-8 Summit. From 2012 to 2018, he was Ambassador of Japan 
to the United States. Subsequently, in June 2018, Ambassador Sasae was appointed President of The 
Japan Institute of International Affairs to head Japan’s premier foreign affairs think tank. 



    
   
 

  
 

Takahiro SHINYO  

Takahiro Shinyo is Trustee and Professor of Kwansei Gakuin University. He graduated from the 
University of Osaka in 1972 and joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MOFA). He also studied at 
Göttingen University in Germany. His previous positions include First Secretary at the Japanese 
Embassy in the People’s Republic of China, Counselor at the Japanese Embassy in Germany, Director 
of the Disarmament Division (1989), Director of the United Nations Policy Division (1991), Minister 
of the Japanese Embassy in Germany (1996), Deputy Director General, European Bureau (1999-2001), 
Consul General in Düsseldorf (2002), Director-General, Global Issues Department (2005), and 
Ambassador, Permanent Mission of Japan to the United Nations (2006-2008). He was appointed 
Ambassador to Germany in July 2008 and returned to Japan in February 2012. After resignation from 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, he served in the post of Vice-President of Kwansei Gakuin University 
in Nishinomiya, Hyogo Prefecture for six years. He was the President of Japanese-German Center 
Berlin from May 2015 for three years. 

Toshiyuki TAKANO� � � � �  

Toshiyuki Takano is currently Audit & Supervisory Board Member of JAPAN POST Co., Ltd. He is a 
former Senior Advisor of ITOCHU Corporation (2008-15), Japanese Ambassador to the Federal 
Republic of Germany (2005–08), to the Republic of Korea (2002–05), and to the Republic of Singapore 
(2001). During his long career in foreign service, he also served as Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Director-General of North American Affairs Bureau, and Director-General of Intelligence and 
Analysis of the Japanese Foreign Ministry. He was a Guest Scholar at The Brookings Institution in 
1975–76 and a Visiting Professor at the University of Tokyo in 2000–01. 

Hiroaki TAMAI 

Hiroaki Tamai has been on the Board of Directors of DMG MORI Co., Ltd. since June 2003.He started 
his career as an accounting specialist at DMGMORI Co., Ltd. (then Mori Seiki Co., Ltd.) after 
graduating from the Faculty of Commerce of Doshisha University in 1983, He was transferred to the 
U.S. sales company in 1984 and learned machine tool business and accounting in the U.S. Upon his 
return to Japan in 1988, he gained further experience in accounting, tax, and finance. For a decade 
since 1992, he acquired management skills by supporting the President in the Management Planning 
Office. In August 2002, he led the partial business acquisition from Hitachi Seiki Co., Ltd. and 
establishment of a new company. Since 2009, upon starting business collaboration with AG, he has led 
the business culture integration and talent development as director in charge of human resources. 



    
   
 

  
 

Hitoshi TANAKA  

Hitoshi Tanaka is Chairman of the Institute for International Strategy at the Japan Research Institute, 
Ltd., and a senior fellow at the Japan Center for International Exchange. In 2006-18, he was a visiting 
professor at the Graduate School of Public Policy, the University of Tokyo. Mr. Tanaka retired from 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in August 2005 after serving for three years as Deputy Minister for 
Foreign Affairs. Before being named Deputy Minister, he held various posts at the Foreign Ministry 
including Director-General of the Asian and Oceanian Affairs Bureau (2001–02) and Economic 
Affairs Bureau (2000–01); Consul General in San Francisco (1998–2000); and Deputy 
Director-General of the North American Affairs Bureau (1996–98). Mr. Tanaka holds a BA in law 
from Kyoto University and BA and MA in Philosophy, Politics, and Economics (PPE) from Oxford 
University. He is the author of Mienai Sensou [The Invisible War] (2019: Chuokoron-Shinsha, Inc.), 
Nihon Gaiko No Chosen [The challenges for Japan’s diplomacy] (2015: Kadokawa Ltd.), Reimagining 
Japan (2011: McKinsey), Purofeshonaru no Kosho-ryoku [The logic of strategic negotiation] (2009: 
Kodansha Ltd.), and Gaiko no Chikara [The power of diplomacy] (2009: Nikkei Publishing Inc.), and 
also JCIE’s English newsletter, East Asia Insights ( http://www.jcie.or.jp/insights/ ). 

Fumio TATEISHI  

Dr. Fumio Tateishi is Chairman of OMRON Corporation. After graduating from the Faculty of 
Business & Commerce of Keio University in 1972, he joined OMRON Corporation in 1975. In 1987 
he became President of OMRON CANADA INC. He became General Manager of Marketing Center, 
Sales Division, Industrial Business Group in 1993 and General Manager of Overseas Division, 
Corporate Strategic Center in 1995. Dr. Tateishi was appointed Director of OMRON Corporation in 
June 1997, President of OMRON Europe BV in November 1997. He became Executive Vice 
President of Industrial Automation Company in 2003, and Director and Executive Vice Chairman in 
2008. He presently serves as the Chairman of OMRON Corporation since 2013. Dr. Tateishi also 
serves in many public positions, such as Executive Trustee for KEIDANREN, Director for the Japan 
Electrical Manufactures’ Association, Visiting Professor at the Faculty of Engineering of Osaka 
Institute of Technology, and a Part-time Lecturer at the Graduate School of Engineering of Tohoku 
University. In 2011, He received his PhD in Management Science and Technology from the Graduate 
School of Engineering of Tohoku University, Japan. 

Takeshi YAGI 

Takeshi Yagi became Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Japan to the Federal Republic 
of Germany in 2016, previously serving as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the 
Republic of India and to the Kingdom of Bhutan. Ambassador Yagi entered the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (MOFA) in 1977 after graduating from the University of Tokyo. His previous positions include 
First Secretary then Counselor at the Embassy of Japan in Germany (1992-94); Director, Eastern 
Europe Division, European and Oceanian Affaires Bureau, MOFA (1996-97); Director, Grant Aid 
Division, Economic Cooperation Bureau, MOFA (1997-99); Counsellor then Minister at the Embassy 
of Japan in the U.S. (1999-2001); and Minister, Embassy of Japan in Germany (2001-03). He also 
served as Minister and Deputy Permanent Representative of the Permanent Delegation to the OECD 
(2007–10) and Director-General of the Economic Affairs Bureau (2010–12). 
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[CHAIRMAN] 

Matthias NASS  

Matthias Nass is Chief International Correspondent of the German weekly DIE ZEIT. He has a weekly 
column on ZEIT Online and he is the Academic Director of the ZEIT Academy. Mr. Nass was 
Secretary of the German Association for Asian Studies and Editor of the quarterly Asien (1978-82). He 
attended the Hamburg School of Journalism (1982-83). He was a Member of the foreign policy staff of 
DIE ZEIT (1983-90), deputy Political Editor (1990-94), Managing Editor (1994-97) and deputy 
Editor-in-Chief (1998-2010). He studied History, Chinese Studies and Political Science at the 
Universities of Göttingen, Hawaii and Hamburg. Recent book publication by Mr. Nass are: 
Countdown in Korea. Der gefährlichste Konflikt der Welt und seine Hintergründe (Countdown in 
Korea. The world’s most dangerous conflict and its backgrounds), 2017. Der Elblotse. Helmut Schmidts 
Hamburg. 2019 

[PARTICIPANTS] 

Verena BLECHINGER-TALCOTT  

Verena Blechinger-Talcott is Vice President of the Freie Universitaet Berlin and Professor of Japanese 
Politics and Political Economy. She studied Political Science, Japanese Studies and Law in Munich, 
Kyoto and Tokyo. She received her MA in Japanese Studies in 1991 and her PhD in Political Science in 
1997, both from Munich University.  After working as a lecturer at Munich University (1993-97), she 
joined the German Institute for Japanese Studies, Tokyo, in 1997, where she focussed on comparative 
research of Japanese politics and international relations. From 2001-2002, she also was Deputy 
Director of the German Institute for Japanese Studies. In 2002, she was appointed Advanced Research 
Fellow in the Program on US-Japan Relations at Harvard University, and from 2003-2004, she was 
Assistant Professor in the Department of Government at Hamilton College, Clinton (NY). In 2004, 
she joined the Freie Universitaet Berlin as Professor for Japanese Politics and Political Economy. At 
Freie Universitaet Berlin, Prof. Blechinger-Talcott was Dean of the Department of History and 
Cultural Studies (2007-2011). Since 2009 she is the Director of the Center for Area Studies. She has 
been invited as Visiting Professor to the University of Tokyo (2008). In 2012, she became Director of 
the Graduate School of East Asian Studies which was funded until 2019 through the German Federal 
Government’s Excellence Initiative. Prof. Blechinger-Talcott is a member of the editorial advisory 
boards of “Social Science Japan Journal” (University of Tokyo) and “Japan Forum” (British 
Association for Japanese Studies). She is a member of the International Advisory Board of the Institute 
of Social Science at the University of Tokyo and of the Advisory Board of the German Institute for 
Japanese Studies (DIJ), and, since 2011, Treasurer of the European Association for Japanese Studies 
(EAJS). Prof. Blechinger-Talcott has written and edited several books and numerous articles on 
Japanese politics, international relations, and political economy. 



    
   
 

  
 

Nadine-Lan HÖNIGHAUS  

Nadine-Lan Hönighaus is Executive Director of econsense - Forum for Sustainable Development of 
German Business e.V. She holds a master’s degree in International Business and Cultural Studies and 
has specialized in post-colonial economic development in Southeast Asia. Before joining econsense in 
2017, Ms. Hönighaus has been working in the chemical industry with BASF for 14 years with her last 
position in corporate strategy at the company’s headquarter in Ludwigshafen, Germany. At econsense, 
Ms. Hönighaus is particularly working in the organizational and strategic development and the 
communication with its corporate members as well as relevant stakeholders. econsense is a network of 
38 internationally operating companies with a common goal: They want to actively shape the change 
to a more sustainable economy and society. 

Markus KAIM  

Markus Kaim is Helmut Schmidt Fellow of the Zeit-Stiftung and the German Marshall Fund. In Berlin 
he works as Senior Fellow at the German Institute for International and Security Affairs of the Stiftung 
Wissenschaft und Politik since 2008. He studied Political Science, Medieval and Modern History, 
Philosophy and Comparative Religious Studies and obtained his PhD in 1998. His areas of expertise 
include Afghanistan, Canada, crisis management, Euro-Atlantic security, German defence and 
security policy, military operations abroad, NATO, transatlantic relations, and UN missions. He is a 
well-known expert on international crises and regularly appears as analyst on the public broadcasters 
ARD and Phoenix. Dr. Kaim has taught and held fellowships at universities on both sides of the 
Atlantic: As Visiting Scholar at the Institute of European, Russian, and Eurasian Studies, Carleton 
University, Ottawa (2018); as Adjunct Professor at the Department for Political Science, University of 
Zurich (since 2012); as Guest Instructor at the Hertie School of Governance, Berlin (since 2012); as 
DAAD Professor for German and European Studies at the University of Toronto (2007-2008); as 
Acting Professor for Foreign Policy and International Relations at the University of Constance (2007); 
and as Visiting Fellow at the American Institute for Contemporary German Studies/Johns Hopkins 
University (2005). 

Karl-Rudolf KORTE  

Karl-Rudolf Korte is Professor for “the Political System of the Federal Republic of Germany and 
Modern Theories of State” at the University of Duisburg-Essen. In 1998, he received an award for the 
best habilitation at the Ludwig Maximilian University of Munich. Thereafter, he held positions as a 
visiting professor in Trier, Cologne, Munich, and Duisburg. Moreover, his academic career included 
research stays in Tokyo, St. Gallen, and Washington D.C. where he was a fellow at the American 
Institute for Contemporary German Studies in 2004 and 2008. Since 2018, he is fellow at the German 
Institute for Japanese Studies. He founded the NRW School of Governance in 2006, which he has 
directed since then. From April 2010 to September 2017 he additionally served as the Dean of the 
Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Duisburg-Essen. From 2013 to 2015, he acted as 
Chairman of the German Association of Political Science. His research interests include elections, 
political parties, governments, and political communication. Prof. Korte has become known to the 
wider public through his political analyses in daily newspapers, magazines, and on television for over 
ten years. During domestic political events, he regularly analyses election outcomes and provides 
interpretations of political developments as an expert for the public broadcasters ZDF, WDR, and 
Phoenix. He is the Managing Editor of the Journal of Political Science / Zeitschrift für 
Politikwissenschaft (Springer VS). In his most recent publication ("Gesichter der Macht – Über die 
Gestaltungspotenziale der Bundespräsidenten", 2019), Prof. Korte focuses on the specific role of the 
head of state in Germany and the opportunities of this political office to influence political 
decision-making. 



    
   
 

  
 

Ina LEPEL 

Ina Lepel has been German Ambassador to Japan since September 2019 (until presenting her Letters 
of Credence: Ambassador-designate). She holds a Master’s Degree in Economics from Indiana 
University and Bonn University. She entered the German Foreign Office in 1988 and has had postings 
in Bangkok (Thailand) from 1990 to 1992, in Tbilisi (Georgia) from 1995 to 1998, in New York (USA) 
at the Permanent Mission of Germany to the UN from 1998 to 2000, in Islamabad (Pakistan) from 
2006 to 2009 and – as German Ambassador – from 2015 to 2017. In the capital she worked in the 
Spokesman’s Office of the Federal Foreign Office (2000–2002), served as Deputy Head of the UN 
Affairs Section in the Foreign Affairs Department of the Federal Chancellor’s Office (2002–2006), in 
the Foreign Office as Head of the UN Policy Division (2009–2012), as Deputy Director-General for 
Global Issues (UN Security Council, Crisis Prevention, Humanitarian Assistance, Counter-Terrorism) 
from 2012 to 2016, and as Director-General for Asia and Pacific from 2017 to 2019. 

Frank MÜLLER-ROSENTRITT  

Frank Müller-Rosentritt is a Member of the German Bundestag for the Free Democratic Party / The 
German Liberals (FDP) since 2017. Before his studies in Business Administration at the dual 
university Heidenheim/Brenz (2002-2005), he served as trumpeter in the Army Band III in Erfurt. 
During his studies, Mr. Müller-Rosentritt was employed by Deutsche Bank in 2002. His career at the 
bank included the following positions: Deutsche Bank New York (2005), Deutsche Bank Baden-Baden 
(2005-2010), and Head of Private Banking for Deutsche Bank Dresden (2011-2017). Since 2015 he is 
Managing Partner of the asset management companies Chemnitzer Grundbesitzgesellschaft and 
Kamenica Immobilien GmbH. In the German Bundestag, Mr. Müller-Rosentritt is Member of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee and of the Subcommittee on Cultural Relations and Education Policy. He 
is Chairman of the FDP Saxony and Member of the Lions Club Chemnitz Cosmopolitan. 

Lars NICOLAYSEN  

Lars Nicolaysen is Tokyo Bureau Chief of Germany’s leading press agency Deutsche Presse-Agentur, 
dpa. After working as a reporter for German local newspapers and studying Japanese Studies at the 
University of Hamburg, he became Economic Editor at the German business newswire agency 
Vereinigte Wirtschaftsdienste (vwd) in 1993 before he became Bureau Chief of vwd in Tokyo. In 1995, 
he was hired by Deutsche Presse-Agentur, dpa, and worked as an Editor at the European Desk in 
Hamburg. After assignments at the dpa office in Washington D.C./USA and in Eastern Europe, he 
assumed in 1997 his present position as Bureau Chief of dpa in Tokyo, responsible for the complete 
news coverage about Japan’s economy, politics, society, and culture. Mr. Nicolaysen also serves as the 
media representative at the OAG (Deutsche Gesellschaft für Natur- und Völkerkunde Ostasiens) in 
Tokyo. 

Claudia SCHMITZ  

Claudia Schmitz has been Secretary General of the Japanese-German Center Berlin since August 2018. 
She pursued her undergraduate studies (Economics and Japanese Studies) at the University of 
Tübingen and holds an MSFS (Master of Science in Foreign Service) from Georgetown University in 
Washington D.C. She joined the German Foreign Service in 1990. Since then she has held various 
positions both at the Foreign Office and in the German Bundestag administration and has been posted 
abroad at the embassies in Tokyo, Dublin, Seoul, Rome, and Helsinki. 



    
   
 

  
 

Henning SIMON  

Henning Simon is Director and Head of Division for East Asia, Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific 
States at the German Federal Foreign Office. Prior to that, he was Deputy Head of the Political 
Department at the German Embassy in Moscow. Other previous positions include the German 
Embassy in Riga, the Permanent Representation of the Federal Republic of Germany to the European 
Union in Brussels, the German Consulate General in New York, as well as the German Embassy in 
Tashkent. 

Sabine STRICKER-KELLERER  

Sabine Stricker-Kellerer is an international lawyer with her firm SSK Asia. She is advising European 
clients on their business activities in Asia, with focus on China. In 1985, she was the first European 
lawyer to set up an office in China. Today, she divides her time between Asia and Europe. She also acts 
as arbitrator in German Asian international business disputes. She is a member of the Panel of 
Arbitrators of the China International Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission (CIETAC), 
Hong Kong International Arbitration Centre (HKIAC), et al. Dr. Stricker-Kellerer is Chairman of the 
Foreign Trade Committee of the German Minister of Economics (Außenwirtschafts-beirat) and 
member of the German-Chinese Dialogue Forum.  

Gabriele VOGT  

Gabriele Vogt holds the Chair of Japanese Studies at Ludwig Maximilian University (LMU) Munich. 
She received her PhD in Japanese Studies from the University of Hamburg in 2002, and an MA from 
LMU Munich (Japanese Studies, Political Science, Sociology) in 1998. Among her research interests 
are Japan’s demographic change and international labor migration, as well as social movements and 
local politics in Okinawa. Prof. Vogt has held visiting professorships at Waseda University (2016 to 
present), Kyūshū University (2016/17), and Chūō University (2013). Previous affiliations include the 
University of Hamburg (2009–19), the German Institute for Japanese Studies (2005–09), Sophia 
University (2006–08), the University of the Ryūkyūs (2004), and Cornell University (2003/04). She 
serves as board member to the European Association for Japanese Studies, the German Association for 
Asian Studies, and the Berlin Institute for Population and Development. She also is liaison officer to 
the German National Academic Foundation, and the Regional Champion Europe to the Social Science 
Japan Journal. Prof. Vogt is the author of Population Aging and International Health-Caregiver 
Migration to Japan (Springer International, 2018) and Die Renaissance der Friedensbewegung in 
Okinawa [The renaissance of the Okinawan peace movement] (Iudicium, 2003). She edited several 
books and authored numerous articles on Japanese politics, local politics, and social movements in 
Okinawa, demographic change, and international labor migration. 



    
   
 

  
 

Johann WADEPHUL  

Johann Wadephul is a Member of the German Bundestag for the CDU/CSU (Christian-Democratic 
Union/Christian Social Union) since 2009 and Deputy Chairman of the CDU/CSU parliamentary 
group for Foreign Affairs, Defence Policy and Council of Europe. He studied Law at the 
Christian-Albrechts University in Kiel where he obtained a doctor’s degree in 1996. After graduation 
he worked as a lawyer. Since 2009 he is a solicitor specialized in health care and social law. Dr. 
Wadephul joined the CDU and the Young Union (youth section of the CDU/CSU) in 1982. From 
1992-96 he was Chairman of the Schleswig-Holstein branch of the Young Union and Party Chairman 
of the CDU branch in Schleswig-Holstein in 1997 and 2000-2002. From 2000 to 2009 he was Member 
of Parliament of the Federal State Schleswig-Holstein and Chairman of the CDU parliamentary group 
in the parliament of the Federal State Schleswig-Holstein. Since 2010, Dr. Wadephul is a Member of 
the federal executive of the CDU Germany, and since 2015 alternating chairman of the Joint 
Mediation Committee of the German Parliament (Bundestag) and the Federal Council of Germany 
(Bundesrat). He is also Chairman of the group of CDU parliamentarians from Schleswig-Holstein in 
the German Bundestag and Deputy County Chairman of the Small and Medium Sized Enterprises 
Association Schleswig-Holstein since 2018. 

Franz WALDENBERGER  

Franz Waldenberger is Director of the German Institute for Japanese Studies (DIJ) in Tokyo since 
October 2014. During his term of office at the DIJ, he is on leave from Munich University, where he 
holds a Professorship for Japanese Economy. He studied Economics in Heidelberg, Tokyo, and 
Cologne. He received his diploma in Economics in 1986, his PhD in 1990 and his Habilitation in 1996 
from the Faculty of Economics and Social Science of Cologne University. After positions as research 
assistant at the University of Cologne (1986-89) and research associate at the German Monopolies 
Commission (1989-92), he joined the German Institute for Japanese Studies, Tokyo, where he 
focussed on comparative research of the Japanese economy (1992-1997). In 1997, he became Professor 
at the Japan Centre of Munich University. He has been invited as Visiting Professor to the University 
of Tokyo (2001/2002), Osaka City University (2002), Hitotsubashi University (2006), and Tsukuba 
University (2008, 2009, 2010 to 2012). In 2003, he was Shimomura Research Fellow at the Research 
Institute of Capital Formation, Development Bank of Japan. He has written and edited several books 
and numerous articles on the Japanese economy. Prof. Waldenberger has also been very active in 
bringing the academic world in fruitful contact with the world of business and works in various 
honorary capacities for a more active co-operation. 



    
   
 

  
 

Hanno D. WENTZLER  

Hanno D. Wentzler is President and CEO of Freudenberg Chemical Specialties SE & Co. KG since 
2004. After his studies of Business Administration at Boston University, he joined J.P. Morgan in 
1981: first as Assistant Vice President for Correspondent Banking in New York and in 1985 as 
Assistant Vice President for Corporate Finance in Frankfurt. His career with the Freudenberg Group 
started in 1986 at Freudenberg Simrit in Austria where Mr. Wentzler served as Executive Vice 
President for Sales. From 1989 to 1994 he was Executive Vice President for Industrial Sales at 
Freudenberg Seals & Vibration Control Technologies in Weinheim (Germany). Before assuming his 
present position, he was President and CEO at Klüber Lubrication München KG (1994-2004). Mr. 
Wentzler is Member of the Freudenberg Executive Council, Chairman of Freudenberg Help e.V., 
Chairman of Freudenberg e² initiative and was the Regional Representative Asia for the Freudenberg 
Group (2006-2016). Furthermore, he is a Member of the Board of the German Asia-Pacific Business 
Association (Ostasiatischer Verein), Speaker of the 87. Baden-Baden Entrepreneurs’ Talk 
(Baden-Badener Unternehmergespräche), Member of the Board of Trustees of Bamberg Symphonic 
Orchestra, Member of the Board of Foundation “Neues Konzerthaus München”, and a Member of 
Asia Pacific Committee. 

Gerhard WIESHEU  

Gerhard Wiesheu has been working for Metzler since 2001. In 2015, he became personally liable 
partner of B. Metzler seel. Sohn & Co. KGaA. In 2012, Mr. Wiesheu was appointed member of the 
Executive Board of B. Metzler seel. Sohn & Co. Holding AG. Since May 2002, he has been a member of 
the Partners’ Committee B. Metzler seel. Sohn & Co. Holding AG and responsible for Asset 
Management. In addition, Mr. Wiesheu is Chairman of the Supervisory Board of Metzler Asset 
Management GmbH and of Metzler Pensionsfonds AG as well as member of the Supervisory Board of 
Nomura Asset Management (Deutschland) KAG and DWS Investment GmbH. Furthermore, Mr. 
Wiesheu is member of the Board of Directors of the following group companies: Metzler Asset 
Management (Japan) Ltd. in Tokyo/Japan, Metzler Realty Advisors in Seattle/USA and 
Metzler/Payden, LLC in Los Angeles/USA, a 50:50 joint venture with the US investment company 
Payden & Rygel. Prior to joining Metzler, Mr. Wiesheu was Managing Director of Commerz 
International Capital Management GmbH (CICM) in Frankfurt/Main, Germany. From 1994 to 1999, 
he was Managing Director of CICM (Japan) Ltd. in Tokyo. During this time, he was also a member of 
the Board of the Japanese Asset Management Association in Tokyo. Before his appointment to CICM 
in 1991, he completed an investment banking trainee program at Commerzbank AG and was 
employed in various positions there after 1987. Mr. Wiesheu holds a master’s degree (German 
Betriebswirt FH) in Business Administration from the College of Landshut in Germany and studied 
East Asian Economics at the University of Duisburg in Germany from 1987 to 1989. He is also 
Chairman of the Foundation Council of the Japanese-German Center since 2015.  



    
   
 

  
 

Young Leaders 

Jan ROSEMEYER 

Jan Rosemeyer is the Country CFO of Allianz in Thailand, in charge of life insurance at Allianz 
Ayudhya Assurance as well property & casualty insurance at Allianz Ayudhya General Insurance. He 
has been appointed to the board of directors of SET-listed Allianz Ayudhya Capital and various other 
Allianz entities in Thailand. Mr. Rosemeyer came to Thailand in 2016 and has held previously CFO 
positions for Allianz in Singapore, Taiwan and Japan. In Thailand, he manages a team of 150, covering 
accounting, planning/controlling, treasury, risk management, and actuarial. Mr. Rosemeyer is a 
qualified actuary in Germany (DAV) and an alumnus from the University of Ulm. He also studied 
Japanese at Waseda University in Tokyo.  

Anna SCHMITT 

Anna Schmitt is the Project Lead for Digital Fleet Management in the Connectivity Department of 
Mitsubishi Fuso Truck and Bus Corporation, Daimler Trucks Asia, since 2018. She studied 
Mechanical Engineering at the Karlsruhe Institute of Technology and obtained a Master of Science in 
2016. She spent several months in Suzhou (PR China) in 2015 for writing her master thesis on 
cyber-physical production systems. Her studies were funded by several scholarships. In 2016, Ms. 
Schmitt joined the Daimler management trainee program that included stays in Stuttgart, Detroit, 
Kawasaki and Beijing.  

Masaki SEKINE  

Masaki Sekine is Manager for digital transformation of agricultural solutions at BASF Japan Ltd since 
May 2019. He studied Chemistry at the University of Tokyo and received his PhD in 2013 with a 
dissertation focussing on the development of homogeneous iron catalysis. During his PhD studies, he 
spent three months at the Institute of Chemical Research of Catalonia as Visiting Research Assistant. 
Dr. Sekine joined BASF Japan Ltd. in 2013 as Senior Specialist at the Battery Materials Laboratory. 
Before assuming his current position, he was promoted in 2016 to Senior Specialist for corporate 
strategy and projects in the Sub-regional Development Department. 

Hiroki WIESHEU 

Hiroki Wiesheu works as Representative Director and Deputy President of Metzler Asset 
Management’s Tokyo branch since 2019. Before that, he was Head of Japan Desk at Metzler in 
Frankfurt, where he was responsible for coordinating the Japanese business. Prior to joining Metzler, 
Mr. Wiesheu worked from 2015 to 2018 at Rothschild & Co. in Frankfurt/Main, Germany, in the 
global financial advisory department, most recently as Vice President. Before that, he worked for 
Commerzbank AG in Frankfurt/Main from 2012 to 2015 where he completed a trainee program 
before working as an associate in the equity capital markets team. From 2007 to 2012, he studied 
Business Administration at the University of Mannheim in Germany and graduated with a Master of 
Science. During his studies, he did internships in Japan, the USA, Great Britain, and Germany. Mr. 
Wiesheu was a member of the 2007 election campaign team of Japan’s former Prime Minister Yasuo 
Fukuda. 
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