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The Situation of the Asian Youth Today

• Lacks economic opportunities

• Higher educational opportunities than their parents

• Less likely to be a member of a formal group, but more likely 

to have access to the Internet

• Politically interested, especially in developing countries

• Still politically eff icacious, but on the verge of disenchantment

• Largely excluded from crucial decision-making processes



How does this translate into political 

participation? 

The youth tend to participate in politics 

when the little space they have for 

engagement and mobility become 

threatened. Let us look at the following 

cases:



New Delhi 

Farm Protests 

(2020-2021)



Hong Kong 

National Security 

Law Protests 

(2019-2020)



Myanmar Coup d’ etat (2019-

present)



Thai Pro-democracy Protests (2020-

2021)



The Milk Tea Alliance



Recommendations

Inclusion: Provide space for the youth in formal 

and informal structures of the pro -democracy 

movement.

Representation: Enable youth to par t ic ipate in 

governance. There are good examples in 

Thai land, Indonesia and Phi l ippines regarding 

youth representat ion in government.

Visibi l ity: Bring the youth in the forefront of 

advocacy formation and disseminat ion. Harness 

their  ta lent in ut i l iz ing the dig ita l  space.

Sustainabi l ity: Create medium for exchange 

between old and new generat ions of pro -

democracy movement, and conduct capacity 

bui ld ing in it iat ives to hone their  sk i l ls .


